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file in the spirit of Soviet patriotism and they are con-
stantly concerned with improvement in the living and
working conditions of the factory and office workers.

State social insurance, maintained entirely at State
expense, plays a major role in promoting the welfare
of every Soviet factory and office worker. The State
social insurance fund is administered by the Soviet trade
unions which use it for satisfying the most diverse
material and cultural needs of the working people.

The Soviet trade unions exercise public and State
control over the observance of labour protection laws.

The cultural and educational activities of the Soviet
trade unions are designated to broaden the political
education and to raise the cultural and technical stand-
ards of the working people. Through their palaces of
culture, clubs, libraries and other cultural institutions,
the trade union organisations are spreading political and
scientific knowledge among the factory and office wor-
kers, disseminating technical knowledge, assisting the
workers in advancing their education. More than five
million people are taking part in the amateur activities
of the vocal, music, dramatic and other circles functioning
in the clubs.

The Soviet trade unions are conducting all their
activities with the cooperation of numerous volunteers
from among the rank and file; their numbers are growing
from year to year, and now exceed nine millions.

Comrades! The year 1949 has brought new suc-
cesses to the camp of Socialism and democracy in the
struggle for peace and against the instigators of a new
war. All the peoples of the world regard the Soviet
Union as an unflinching and staunch fighter for peace
and democracy.

The imperialists fear peaceful competition between
the capitalist and Socialist systems. That is why they
are whipping up a war psychology and preparing a new
war against the Soviet Union and the People's
Democracies.

The agents of imperialism in many countries are
trying to break trade union unity. The reactionary
leaders of the British and American trade unions are
intending to create an association, a blackleg organisation